League of Women Voters of Northeast Michigan

August 2022

Newsletter
www.facebook.com/lwvalpena/
www.lwvnemi.org

Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy.
We envision a democracy where
every person has the desire, the right, t
he knowledge, and the confidence to
participate.
2022-2023 Board
President: Doris Feys
Vice President: Trina Borenstein
Treasurer: Jennifer Dutcher
Secretary: Kathy Bower
Voter Service: Dottie Haase
Membership Chair: Kate Phillips
Leadership Team:
Florence Stibitz
Mary O'Neill
Bev Bodem
Kate Phillips
Elaine Stenger
Newsletter: Trina Borenstein
Website: Darcy Christianson
Mission Statement:
The League of Women Voters is a
nonpartisan political organization
encouraging informed and active
participation in government. It
influences public policy through
education and advocacy.

VOTE SMART IS NOW MI VOTE COUNTS!
MI Vote Counts is a non-partisan, weekly webseries hosted by the Michigan Department of
State. Sessions feature helpful voter how-to’s,
a deep-dive into how Michigan elections are
run and tips for preparing your community for
August and November. Voters can sign up for
the sessions and email updates.
Sign-up for more sessions or for email
updates at this link

Lunch Bunch and Book Club
For the next six months, we will have a Film
Club, rather than a Book Club. We will meet
after Lunch Bunch to discuss a film we have
all watched. The first film will be "Primary,"
a cinéma vérité feature that follows
presidential hopefuls John F. Kennedy and
Hubert H. Humphrey during the 1960
Wisconsin primary.
'Primary' is currently available to rent, purchase,
or stream via subscription on Apple iTunes,
Criterion Channel, Google Play Movies, Amazon
Video, Vudu, HBO Max, and YouTube .

September 8, at 6:30, Bob’s Bull Pen is offering a free showing of “Primary” for League
members and friends, followed by a discussion of the movie. Seating is limited, so
please contact Doris Feys (989-255-5534 or jdfeys@hotmail.com if you are interested).

CALENDAR
September 8, Thursday, at 6:30, Bob’s Bull Pen, 125 N 2nd Ave, Alpena, viewing of the.
movie, “Primary," followed by a discussion.
September 20, Tuesday, 11am - 2pm, at ACC and 45th Parallel Book Store - Voter
Registration Day
Presque Isle County -- Moderator-Doris Feys
Volunteers-Mary Oneill, Jennifer Dutcher
Alpena County - Moderator-Debra Mischley
Volunteers-Carol Lund, Leslie Kirchoff, Darcy
Christianson, Cindy Morris, Dottie Haase
Alcona County -- Moderator-Elaine Stenger
Volunteers- Kathy Bower, Debra Mischley, Doris Feys, Trina
Borenstein, Dottie Haase
106 Rep. District -- Moderator-Gary Medland
Volunteers- Bev Bodem, Bonnie Friedrichs, Doris Feys,
Leslie Kirchoff, Carolyn Medland, Mary Ann Crawford, Darcy
Christianson
Phone volunteer for Alcona &amp; Presque Isle County
candidates
Jean Stewart

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
ANN AGIUS MCCONNELL JOINED THIS SUMMER. SHE IS A LONG-TERM
RESIDENT OF NORTHEAST MICHIGAN, AND HELPED LEAGUE EFFORTS THIS
SUMMER BY COLLECTING SIGNATURES FOR PROMOTE THE VOTE 2022.
WELCOME, ANN!
DARCY CHRISTIAN JOINED THIS JULY. DARCY IS THE DAUGHTER OF
MEMBER MARY ANN CRAWFORD, AND HAS HELPED OUR LEAGUE BY
TAKING ON THE ROLE OF WEB MASTER. WELCOME, DARCY!

LWV Forums are available online
If you missed the League of Women Voters of Northeaster Mi voters forums,
you can still watch a recording and be informed. The recordings of the
following forums are available via the information on the LWV Facebook.
Just go to www.facebook.com /lwvalpena to access the forums.
Alpena County Candidates in contested races for County Clerk, County
Commissioner District #5, # 6, and #7.
Alcona County Candidates in contested races for County Commissioner
District #2 and # 5.
106 Rep. Candidates in contested races.
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Status of Ballot Proposals
At this time Michigan could have 4 statewide ballot proposals. Term
Limits and Transparency has been placed on the ballot by the Michigan
Legislature. Fair Lending, Reproductive Freedom of All and Promote the
Vote 2022 turned in signatures to the Secretary of State.
On July 15, the Election Bureau staff report recommended not certifying
the Fair Lending proposal because there were not enough valid
signatures. The recommendation will go to the State Board of Canvassers.
The other two, Promote the Vote 2022 and Reproductive Freedom for All,
are being reviewed by the Election Bureau.
LWVMI supports all 4 of these proposals. A complete list of the status of
all the proposals is available on the League's website.

VOTING ABSENTEE: DOS AND DON'TS
ANOTHER GREAT RESOURCE TO MAKE AVAILABLE TO VOTERS IS THE DO’S
AND DON’TS OF VOTING ABSENTEE. THIS LINK PROVIDES THIS
INFORMATION.
VOTERS CAN ACCESS THEIR PERSONAL VOTING INFORMATION AT
MICHIGAN.GOV/VOTE.
RESPONSES TO JANUARY 6
Senators announced a bipartisan deal to reform the Electoral Count
Act and Presidential Transition Act. The bill’s reforms would clarify the
roles of elected officials and the Vice President in the election
process, protecting the nation from future attacks like the January 6
insurrection.
The announcement comes on the heels of the bipartisan House Select
Committee hearings on the January 6 attack, which ended on July 21.
The League looks forward to the committee's findings, which are
expected to be shared this fall.
HTTPS://WWW.LWV.ORG/REDISTRICTING/PEOPLE-POWERED-FAIR-MAPSREPORT
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ON JULY 19, 2022, THE LEAGUE'S CEO VIRGINIA KASE SOLOMÓN
SPOKE BEFORE THE US SENATE COMMITTEE ON RULES AND
ADMINISTRATION IN FAVOR OF THE DISCLOSE ACT.
THIS LEGISLATION WOULD INCREASE TRANSPARENCY IN OUR
ELECTIONS BY REQUIRING LARGE POLITICAL DONORS TO DISCLOSE
THEIR IDENTITIES SO VOTERS KNOW WHO IS FUNDING THEIR
CANDIDATES.
READ KASE-SOLOMÓN'S PREPARED REMARKS AND/OR WATCH THE
FULL RECORDING.
Chairwoman Klobuchar, Ranking Member Blunt, and Members of the Senate
Committee on Rules and Administration, my name is Virginia Kase Solomón and I
serve as the Chief Executive Officer at the League of Women Voters of the United
States, (“The League”). Thank you for the opportunity to testify today on the
DISCLOSE Act.
The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan organization that was founded over
one hundred years ago by leaders of the women’s suffragist movement. We are an
issue-focused, activist, and grassroots organization that believes voters must play a
critical role in our democracy. Since 1920, the League has worked to deliver on our
mission to empower voters and defend democracy.
Today, the League has a presence in nearly every community across the country with
more than 750 chapters spread across all 50 states and the District of Columbia.
The League has supported the DISCLOSE Act for more than a decade because we
believe that our democracy is strengthened when Americans are encouraged to
engage in civic participation. We believe Americans deserve to know who is trying to
influence their vote. As an organization, the League has fought for nearly five
decades to combat the influences of money in politics. Our work reflects our ongoing
priority to promote open and honest elections and maximize participation in the
political process. Voters have the right to know who is making large campaign
contributions to influence elections and when contributions are made, we believe it
must be done with transparency. The DISCLOSE Act accomplishes this fundamental
purpose by requiring expenditures and donations of $10,000 and above to be
reported.
Every day, the League works to inform voters about the issues they care about by
providing critical voter services to the public. In the last two years, almost 6.5
million users came to VOTE411.org, the League’s award-winning nonpartisan website
for election information that voters need. The site provides registration tools,
candidate guides, and resources about what they need to take with them when they
go to vote. As an organization, we work to simplify the voting process for voters to
make their individual voting plans. These actions make the voting process
understandable and accessible, which breaks down barriers to participation.
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Voters have the right to know who is making large campaign contributions to influence
elections...[t]he DISCLOSE Act accomplishes this fundamental purpose.
However, it should not fall to organizations such as the League to provide information
and ensure transparency in our election process. The law should require public disclosure
when it comes to dark money groups seeking to influence elections. Transparency is a
baseline requirement for a healthy democracy.
According to a nationwide study conducted by the Campaign Legal Center, about 60% of
voters believe that major changes are needed to our country's campaign finance system.
The majority of voters surveyed also believe that the money spent by special interest
groups has a direct impact on their lives. And we have seen that without transparency,
candidates and election officials fall into the trap of valuing donors and their priorities
above the needs of voters. Such de-prioritization of voters only breeds distrust in the
republic and those who lead it. There should be little question that this runs counter to
the spirit of our democracy and a government of, by, and for the people.

GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION ADVOCACY UPDATE
The League of Women Voters Michigan has approved a partnership with the Michigan
Coalition to Prevent Gun Violence (MCPGV), a 501c3, issue oriented, non-partisan and
non-profit organization. Our shared commitment to voter education will increase
opportunities to spread useful information about gun violence issues and researchinformed approaches to addressing these issues. There is widespread bipartisan support
across the political spectrum for reasonable gun safety measures that might move past
the partisan blockade in the Michigan legislature that has prevented consideration of any
new gun laws in recent years. Our joint efforts, including formulating questions for
candidate forums and surveying candidates about their issue positions, can help increase
voters’ knowledge as they clarify their own views and select their preferred candidates in
the upcoming election. LWVMI will benefit from access to evidence-based data and
reliable research-based solutions to confront the current gun violence epidemic.
In order to educate voters, we must build our own knowledge about the nature of gun
violence issues, including the prevalence of firearm suicides as well as accidental
shootings by children who gain access to unsecured guns in homes. While building this
base of knowledge, we can incorporate examinations of evidence concerning the effects of
gun laws and violence reduction programs in other states. Ultimately, by sharing this
knowledge, we can point voters and policy makers to options for reducing deaths,
injuries, and survivor trauma from firearm violence.
MCPGV Board President Christopher Smith, J.D., Ph.D., who is also a Professor of
Criminal Justice at MSU, will contribute by sharing his exemplary work in this field, his
knowledge base, and communication skills. We will provide links to articles and sites that
inform. According to Dr. Smith, a good starting point for beginning to understand
important aspects of gun violence in Michigan would be to examine a short report on our
state produced by the Center for American Progress which highlights notable problems
and recommends suggested approaches for reform.
In addition, people concerned about gun safety in Michigan can look to the example of
other states that have enacted laws that go beyond the limited measures recently signed
into federal law by President Biden. By examining other states’ laws, we can consider
what approaches might address our state’s problems most effectively. Recent examples
are Virginia and Washington.
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THE LEAGUE’S REDISTRICTING IMPACT
Three years after its creation, the League’s People Powered Fair Maps™
program (PPFM) released its impact report highlighting the importance
of everyday involvement in redistricting. The program, which launched in
the wake of the landmark case Rucho v. LWV of North Carolina, aimed to
increase awareness of and participation in the decennial community
districting process.
The report found that through PPFM, over 1.4 million people were
engaged in local districting, 5 states implemented community-drawn
maps, and 6 states increased their process’s transparency.
Read the full report:
https://www.lwv.org/redistricting/people-powered-fair-maps-report
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